International Journal for Parasitology: Parasites and Wildlife 2 (2013) 1–9

Contents lists available at SciVerse ScienceDirect

International Journal for Parasitology:
Parasites and Wildlife
journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/ijppaw

Tick infestation patterns in free ranging African buffalo (Syncercus caffer):
Effects of host innate immunity and niche segregation among tick
species q
Kadie Anderson a, Vanessa O. Ezenwa b, Anna E. Jolles c,⇑
a
b
c

Department of Biomedical Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 97331, United States
Odum School of Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602, United States
Department of Biomedical Sciences and Department of Zoology, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 97331, United States

a r t i c l e

i n f o

Article history:
Received 21 September 2012
Received in revised from 30 October 2012
Accepted 1 November 2012

Keywords:
Amblyomma hebraeum
Co-infestation
Immunity
Host traits
Rhipicephalus evertsi evertsi

a b s t r a c t
Ticks are of vast importance to livestock health, and contribute to conﬂicts between wildlife conservation
and agricultural interests; but factors driving tick infestation patterns on wild hosts are not well understood. We studied tick infestation patterns on free-ranging African buffalo (Syncercus caffer), asking (i) is
there evidence for niche segregation among tick species?; and (ii) how do host characteristics affect variation in tick abundance among hosts? We identiﬁed ticks and estimated tick burdens on 134 adult
female buffalo from two herds at Kruger National Park, South Africa. To assess niche segregation, we evaluated attachment site preferences and tested for correlations between abundances of different tick species. To investigate which host factors may drive variability in tick abundance, we measured age, body
condition, reproductive and immune status in all hosts, and examined their effects on tick burdens.
Two tick species were abundant on buffalo, Amblyomma hebraeum and Rhipicephalus evertsi evertsi. A.
hebraeum were found primarily in the inguinal and axillary regions; R. e. evertsi attached exclusively in
the perianal area. Abundances of A. hebraeum and R. e. evertsi on the host were unrelated. These results
suggest spatial niche segregation between A. hebraeum and R. e. evertsi on the buffalo. Buffalo with stronger innate immunity, and younger buffalo, had fewer ticks. Buffalo with low body condition scores, and
pregnant buffalo, had higher tick burdens, but these effects varied between the two herds we sampled.
This study is one of the ﬁrst to link ectoparasite abundance patterns and immunity in a free-ranging
mammalian host population. Based on independent abundances of A. hebraeum and R. e. evertsi on individual buffalo, we would expect no association between the diseases these ticks transmit. Longitudinal
studies linking environmental variability with host immunity are needed to understand tick infestation
patterns and the dynamics of tick-borne diseases in wildlife.
Ó 2012 Australian Society for Parasitology Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Introduction
Ticks are of considerable importance to wildlife and livestock
health due to their role as vectors of an impressive array of infectious agents, as well as direct injury caused by piercing the host’s
skin (Allen, 1994). Widely distributed infectious agents such as
Ehrlichia ruminantium (causative agent of heartwater, Allsopp,
2010), Babesia bigemina (causative agent of bovine babesiosis/African redwater, Bock et al., 2004; Suarez and Noh, 2011), Anaplasma
marginale (causative agent of bovine anaplasmosis, Kocan et al.,
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2010) and Theileria parva strains (causing Corridor Disease in South
Africa, East Coast Fever in East Africa, and January Disease in
Zimbabwe, Bishop et al., 2004) are examples of important
tick-borne pathogens causing clinical disease in livestock. These
pathogens are often carried by wildlife species, and some also
cause zoonotic disease in humans. As such, ticks and the pathogens
they transmit are particularly relevant at the wildlife/livestock/human interface (Smith and Parker, 2010).
Despite this, few studies have focused on quantifying the abundance and co-infestation patterns of different tick species on wildlife hosts. When parasites co-occur on a host they may compete for
space or resources, facilitate one another, or avoid one another by
segregating to occupy different ecological niches (Rohde, 1979;
Chilton et al., 1992; Simkova et al., 2002; O’Callaghan et al.,
2006). Niche segregation has been observed in both internal parasites (O’Callaghan et al., 2006) and ectoparasites (Spickett et al.,
1991; Simkova et al., 2002). Mechanisms of niche segregation in
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parasites include specialization of mouthparts to take advantage of
speciﬁc attachment sites (Simkova et al., 2002), utilizing different
food sources (mites vs. ticks), or temporal separation (winter emergence vs. spring emergence; Mullen et al., 2009). Niche segregation
reduces competition over evolutionary time and may allow multiple tick species to coexist on the host. As such, niche segregation
may increase the risk of concurrent exposure to pathogens vectored
by different tick species. By contrast, current competition among
tick species would be expected to reduce vector co-occurrence on
individual hosts, leading to disparate infection proﬁles for the diseases they transmit. Understanding tick co-infestation patterns
can thus lead to a better understanding of tick-associated morbidity
as well as the epidemiology of tick-borne diseases.
Spatial and temporal abundance patterns of ticks have been
investigated in the context of environmental factors, such as climatic
variables (e.g. Jackson et al., 1996; Olwoch et al., 2007; Randolph,
2008, Estrada-Pena, 2009; Gilbert, 2010), ﬁre (e.g. Davidson et al.,
1994; Horak et al., 2006a; Padgett et al., 2009), habitat type and conﬁguration (Ostfeld et al., 1995; Fyumagwa et al., 2007; Thamm et al.,
2009). In livestock species, host factors including genetic and immunological traits that confer varying degrees of resistance to tick infestation have been of great interest (O’Neill et al., 2010; Berman, 2011;
Carvalho et al., 2011; Neto et al., 2011). Comparisons of tick burdens
among African ungulate species have indicated that host body size
and habitat preference affect tick abundance, with larger species
and browsers more heavily infested with ticks than smaller species
and grazers (Olubayo et al., 1993; Gallivan and Horak, 1997). Resistance to ticks has been invoked to explain low tick burdens (e.g. blue
wildebeest: Horak et al., 1983), or failure of some tick species to develop on wildlife species (e.g. Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) decoloratus
on African buffalo: Horak et al., 2006b). behavioral: traits such as
grooming (Mooring et al., 2004) and aggregation of conspeciﬁcs
(Monello and Gompper, 2010) may modify tick burdens, and individual traits such as sex, developmental stage, and reproductive status
have been shown to affect tick burdens in several wildlife species
(e.g. Cape ground squirrel: Hillegass et al., 2008; bison: Mooring
and Samuel, 1998a; impala: Mooring et al., 1996; Mooring and Hart,
1997; mice and chipmunks: Shaw et al., 2003). Seasonal reproductive activities can carry a cost in terms of increased ectoparasite
abundances in both males and females (Main et al., 1981; Drew
and Samuel, 1985; Shariﬁ et al., 2008). In contrast to ecological and
demographic host characteristics, the connections between host immune parameters and ectoparasite infestation have rarely been explored in wildlife species (but see Oliver et al., 2009 for an example
of MHC diversity affecting tick burdens in water voles). Tick feeding
induces a complex array of host immune responses involving cellular
and serological components of innate immunity (e.g. complement,
neutrophils, basophils, eosinophils), and T-cell, as well as B-cell mediated adaptive immune responses (reviewed in Brossard and Wikel,
2004). Associations between any of these immune mediators and
tick burdens have rarely been explored in wild mammalian hosts
(but see Pfaefﬂe et al., 2009 on tick infestations and hematology in
the European hedgehog).
In southern Africa, many of the tick species and tick-borne
pathogens affecting livestock and humans are shared with African
buffalo (Norval and Horak, 2004). Individual buffalo typically harbor multiple species of tick, with 11 tick species described from
buffalo in South Africa (Horak et al., 2007). However, co-infestation
patterns of different tick species on buffalo have not been investigated, and host factors driving variability in tick abundance among
buffalo are unknown. We investigated tick co-infestation patterns
in 134 female African buffalo at Kruger National Park (KNP), South
Africa, focusing on two main questions: (i) what are the patterns of
coinfestation among different tick species and stages: is there evidence for niche separation among tick species coinfesting buffalo?;
and (ii) how do host characteristics, including age, body condition,

reproductive status, and simple measures of innate and adaptive
immunity, affect tick intensities?
Material and methods
Study population
We sampled buffalo from two herds in the southern section of
Kruger National Park (KNP), the Lower Sabie (LS) herd and the
Crocodile Bridge (CB) herd. Each of our study herds comprises
approximately 800–1000 buffalo. KNP is located within the
Mpumalanga province of South Africa and covers 18,989 total
square kilometers, with a total buffalo population of approximately
30,000 individuals (Cross et al., 2009). Young adult female buffalo
were captured via chemical immobilization by helicopter during
two separate capture periods from June 23 to July 5, 2008 (LS herd)
and October 1 to 8, 2008 (CB herd). These captures were conducted
to initiate a 4 year longitudinal study on disease ecology in the buffalo. Animals were immobilized with a combination of etorphine
hydrochloride (M99) and ketamine and reversed with diprenorphine (M5050) following data collection. Captures were performed
by South African National Parks (SANParks) veterinarians and
game capture staff, and all procedures approved by Oregon State
University (ACUP# 3267), University of Montana (AUP#: 02705VEDBS-082205), and SANParks Institutional Care and Use Committees. Two hundred buffalo were captured in total (100 per
herd); of these, 166 animals were sampled for ticks. Thirty-four
animals were omitted due to time constraints during captures.
Specimen collection
Ticks were collected from three body areas on each buffalo: axilla, inguinal, and perianal. These areas were selected due to the
high density of tick attachment associated with these regions in
cattle (Barnard et al., 1989), which we conﬁrmed also to be the case
in buffalo during preliminary visual surveys. Ears were taken into
consideration initially during preliminary surveys, but few ticks
were found and so this site was not included in our sampling protocol. Ticks were collected at random by both manual removal and
the use of hemostats; adults, nymphs and larvae were included in
the collections. At least four adult ticks were collected from each
region per host animal, and immature stages where possible. Buffalo were sampled systematically in July to determine tick species
composition, and sporadically in October to conﬁrm species identiﬁcation for October samples. Specimens were preserved in 70%
ethanol and shipped to the US Department of Agriculture’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa, for
identiﬁcation. A total of 990 ticks were submitted in July and 54
ticks in October.
Estimating tick abundance
Initial detailed surveys on immobilized buffalo were used to
identify body areas of high tick attachment. Based on these initial
surveys, we selected inguinal, axillar and perianal regions as focal
areas for tick abundance estimation. To enable estimation of tick
abundances on a large sample size of hosts, given the constraint
of limited immobilization time, we then used tick counts from
photographs of these areas to estimate tick abundance on each
host. Similar methods using focal host body areas to estimate individual tick burdens have been used previously in other ungulate
species (e.g. roe deer, Kiffner et al., 2010; cattle, L’Hostis et al.,
1994; impala, Matthee et al., 1997; sheep, Ogore et al., 1999;
sheep, goats, mountain reedbuck, Fourie and Vanzyl, 1991). Digital
photographs were taken of the axillary, inguinal, and perianal re-
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gions on each host animal before any specimens were removed.
Tick sexes, species, and stages were visually identiﬁed and counted
by photograph, by a single observer (KA). For adult ticks, we were
able to distinguish the two dominant species (Amblyomma hebraeum and R. e. evertsi – see results) from photos, and we were able to
sex adult Amblyomma ticks. Sex determination by photograph was
not possible for Rhipicephalus spp., so all photographed Rhipicephalus spp. were grouped together and all photographed immature
stages were analyzed together under the category ‘‘immatures’’
for analysis.
In the axillary and inguinal regions, tick counts were done on
photos from one side of each animal – whichever side could be exposed sufﬁciently during immobilizations to allow representative
photography. These areas were exposed by raising the upper limb
of the laterally recumbent buffalo. For the perianal region, a photograph of the entire area was taken for each animal, and all photographed ticks counted. The overall tick abundance for each subject
animal was then estimated as 2  (inguinal count + axillary
count) + perianal count. Photos that were blurry, dark, or taken
from too far away were discarded from the data set. Tick abundances were thus estimated for 134 buffalo.
Host characteristics
For each immobilized buffalo we collected information on age,
body condition, pregnancy, lactation status, innate and adaptive
immunity. Descriptive statistics for these host traits are summarized in Table 1. Age in buffalo was determined by evaluating incisor eruption in animals that were aged 2–5, and based on body size
and horn development in animals that were younger than 2. Animals that were 6+ were aged by wear of incisor one (Jolles,
2007). Body condition was determined by palpating and visually
examining main areas of body fat storage on buffalo (spine, ribs,
hips, and tail base). Condition scores for each body area were assigned on a scale of 1–5 (5 being the best possible condition),
and averaged across all body areas to obtain an overall condition
score for each animal, and this index is signiﬁcantly correlated
with kidney fat index in buffalo (Ezenwa et al., 2009). Pregnancy
status was determined by rectal palpation while lactation was assessed by milking all four teats. Innate immunity was assessed
using a previously described bacterial killing assay (BKA; Beechler
et al., 2012), which measures bactericidal activity of whole blood
against a standard laboratory strain of Escherichia coli (ATCC
8739). Bacterial killing in blood is mediated by serological (primarily complement) and cytological (chieﬂy neutrophils, macrophages) effectors of the innate immune system. The BKA thus
gives an integrative and easily interpreted index of innate immunity, where more bacterial killing indicates greater innate immune
activity. To assess adaptive immunity, we measured the interferon-

Table 1
Host traits of buffalo captured in July (Lower Sabie herd) and October (Crocodile
Bridge herd) 2008. Buffalo captured in October were in poorer condition (t-test,
t = 16.5, p < 0.0001), had more ticks (Mann–Whitney U test, Z = 10.2, p < 0.0001), and
were less likely to be lactating (v2 = 8.9, p < 0.01), than buffalo captured in July.
N

Ticks: median [range]
Age: median [range]
Pregnant:% [number]
Lactating:% [number]
Condition: average ± SE
BKA:% average ± SE
Mitogen response: average ± SE

July capture/
LS herd
84

October capture/
CB herd
58

131 [36–339]
2 [1–15]
11.9% [10]
17.9% [15]
4.28 ± 0.05
0.56 ± 0.03
1.65 ± 0.09

1282 [663–1321]
4 [2–14]
10.3% [6]
1.7% [1]
2.81 ± 0.08
0.57 ± 0.04
1.96 ± 0.07

3

gamma (IFNc) response to in vitro challenge with pokeweed mitogen, following previously described protocols (Jolles et al., 2008;
Ezenwa et al., 2010), but with the addition of pokeweed (Sigma–
Aldrich, product #L9379) as an immune stimulant. IFNc is a cytokine released by T-helper lymphocytes (type 1) upon antigenic or
mitogenic (e.g. pokeweed) stimulation, and acts as a primary mediator of macrophage activation (Abbas et al., 1996). We quantiﬁed
T-lymphocyte responsiveness as the proportionate change in IFNc
titers, ln([IFNc (pokeweed)]/[ IFNc (control)]), where IFNc
(pokeweed) is the concentration of IFNc measured in samples
stimulated with pokeweed, and IFNc (control) is the concentration
of IFNc measured in control samples, representing circulating IFNc
levels.
Statistical analyses
Tick infestation prevalence was calculated as the number of
buffalo infested with a given tick species divided by the total number of buffalo examined. The distribution of ticks among buffalo
was not normal for either of our sampling periods, but was normalized for data analysis by log-transforming the data. All analyses
evaluating effects of host traits on tick burdens were therefore performed using log-transformed tick burden data as the response
variable. We assessed the effects of host characteristics (e.g. age,
pregnancy, lactation, body condition, BKA, pokeweed response,
herd/capture period) on tick burdens using generalized linear
models (GLZ), with a normal distribution for the response variable
and a log link function. Our model included all variables as main
effects, as well as interactions of all predictor variables, except lactation, with herd/capture period, since tick burdens differed dramatically between capture periods/herds (Table 1). We omitted a
herd/capture period  lactation interaction, because only one animal was lactating in the October/CB sample. Variables were evaluated based on statistical signiﬁcance (at a = 0.05). We examined
co-infestation patterns among the various tick species, sexes and
stages using simple linear regressions. We used chi-square tests
to test for differences in attachment site preferences between tick
species and stages.
Results
Tick species and prevalences
R. e. evertsi and A. hebraeum were identiﬁed in all life stages on
sampled buffalo for both sampling periods. Rhipicephalus appendiculatus was identiﬁed in all life stages in October, and all life stages
except larvae were identiﬁed in July. For ticks submitted to the
NVSL, R. appendiculatus was found in the lowest numbers, with
only 2 adults of 134 total Rhipicephalus adults submitted. Our adult
tick counts from photographs indicated that all buffalo were infested with A. hebraeum, while prevalence of Rhipicephalus was also
high (85.5% in LS herd, 97.1% in CB herd). Amblyomma were numerically dominant, with 79% (SE = 1.4) of a host’s adult tick burden
composed of Amblyomma.
Co-infestation patterns
The numbers of male and female Amblyomma were tightly correlated (LS: r = .57, t = 6.21, p < .001, N = 84; CB: r = .83, t = 11.42,
p < .001, N = 59); Fig. 1a and b), but the sex ratio of adult Amblyomma showed a strong male bias (LS: male:female = 7.74,
SD = .10; CB: 3.2, SD = .41). The number of immatures found on
each host was also positively correlated with the number of adult
Amblyomma (LS: r = .33, t = 3.14, p = .0024, N = 84; CB: r = .39,
t = 3.07, p = .0033, N = 56); Fig. 1c and d). Rhipicephalus numbers
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Fig. 1. Coinfection patterns between male and female adult Amblyomma hebraeum, immature ticks and Rhipicephalus spp. on buffalo hosts. Panels on the left show data for
buffalo captured in July 2008 (Lower Sabie herd); panels on the right show patterns for buffalo captured in October 2008 (Crocodile Bridge herd). ‘‘Total Amblyomma’’ in
panels c and d refers to the sum of male and female Amblyomma observed on each buffalo.

did not correlate to adult Amblyomma (LS/July: r = .17, t = 1.60,
p = .114, N = 84; CB/October: r = .21, t = 1.641, p = .106, N = 59;
Fig. 1e and f) or immature stages (correlation; LS/July: r = .10,
t = .934, p = .353, N = 84; CB/October: r = .158, t = 1.179, p = .244,
N = 56); Fig. 1e and f).
Niche segregation
Tick species and stages showed very distinct distributions
among host body areas. Adult Amblyomma were found in decreasing order of abundance in the following regions – inguinal, axillary,
and perianal regions (Fig. 2a and b). Adult Rhipicephalus were
found exclusively in the perianal area (Fig. 2a and b). Immature
ticks were found in relatively equal intensities between the
inguinal and axillar regions, and rarely in the perianal area
(Fig. 2a and b), suggesting that most immatures counted from photographs may have been Amblyomma. There was no difference in
attachment site preference between male and female Amblyomma
(LS herd: v2 test, v2 = 1.325, p = .5156; CB herd: v2 test, v2 = 5.481,
p = .0645), but adult Amblyomma differed signiﬁcantly from immatures (LS herd: v2 test, v2 = 21.600, p = <.001; CB herd: v2 test,
v2 = 80.262, p = <.0001) and from adult Rhipicephalus (LS herd: v2

test, v2 = 30.455, p = <.0001; CB herd: v2 test, v2 = 138.046,
p = <.0001), as did immatures and Rhipicephalus (LS herd: v2 test,
v2 = 39.132, p = <.0001; CB herd: v2 test, v2 = 203.117,
p = <.0001). Adults of Amblyomma and Rhipicephalus only cooccurred in the perianal region. However, attachment densities of
the two species in the perianal region were uncorrelated (correlation; LS herd: r = .07, t = .64, p = .53, n = 80; CB herd: r = .17,
t = 1.44, p = .153, n = 70).
Attachment site preference did not vary by herd for any of the
ticks (female Amblyomma: v2 test LS herd vs. CB herd, v2 = 2.162,
p = .3393; male Amblyomma: v2 test LS herd vs. CB herd,
v2 = 3.731, p = .1548; immatures: v2 test LS herd vs. CB herd,
v2 = 2.0984, p = .3502; 100% of Rhipicephalus species located in
the perianal area in both LS herd and CB herd).
Effects of host traits on tick infestation
Animals sampled in October (CB herd) had more ticks than
those sampled in July (LS herd); buffalo with weaker innate immunity, and older buffalo, had more ticks than younger animals and
those with stronger innate immunity (Table 2). Animals in poorer
body condition had more ticks in the October capture period/CB
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Fig. 2. Attachment site preferences of male Amblyomma hebraeum (Amb-m), female A. hebraeum (Amb-f), Rhipicephalus spp. (Rhip), immature ticks, and all species and stages
pooled. Panel a shows data from animals caught in July 2008 (Lower Sabie herd), panel b shows data from the October 2008 (Crocodile Bridge herd) capture. Black bars denote
the fraction of ticks of each group that were found attached to the axillary area of the buffalo, red bars show the fraction of ticks on the inguinal area, and green bars show the
fraction of ticks attached to the perianal area of the host. (For interpretation of the references to color in this ﬁgure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this
article.)

Table 2
Effects of host traits and capture period/herd afﬁliation on tick burden in African
buffalo. Predictors n2shown in red are statistically signiﬁcant at a = 0.05.

Intercept
Capture period/herd (Oct)
Age
Condition
Pregnant (no)
Milk (no)
BKA
Mitogen responsiveness
(MR)
Capture period  age
Capture period  condition
Capture period  pregnant
Capture period  BKA
Capture period  MR

Estimate ± SE

Wald – Statistic

p

1.805 ± 0.046
0.233 ± 0.043
0.006 ± 0.003
0.007 ± 0.009
0.015 ± 0.008
0.010 ± 0.013
0.040 ± 0.015
0.003 ± 0.007

1548.545
29.005
5.016
0.671
3.311
0.638
7.164
0.172

0.000000
0.000000
0.025115
0.412590
0.068820
0.424572
0.007437
0.678476

0.002 ± 0.002
0.019 ± 0.009
0.022 ± 0.008
0.020 ± 0.015
0.003 ± 0.008

0.565
4.423
8.116
1.663
0.129

0.452164
0.035455
0.004387
0.197188
0.719286

herd, but not in the July capture period/LS herd, resulting in a signiﬁcant interaction term between condition and capture period/
herd (Table 2). Pregnant animals carried higher tick burdens in
the July capture/LS herd, but this effect was not evident in the
October capture period/CB herd, resulting in a signiﬁcant interaction between pregnancy and capture period/herd (Table 2). The effect of innate immunity (BKA) on tick burden was much stronger in
the July capture period/LS herd than in the October capture period/
CB herd; but the BKA  capture period/herd interaction term was
not statistically signiﬁcant. Lactation and immune responsiveness
to mitogen stimulation had no effect on tick burdens.
Discussion
Tick species detected
The three tick species identiﬁed in this study, A. hebraeum, R. e.
evertsi and R. appendiculatus, are ixodid ticks and have previously
been observed on buffalo and in KNP (Horak et al., 2007, 2011;
Gallivan, 2011; Spickett, 2011). All three species infest a broad
range of host species (A. hebraeum: Horak et al., 1987; R. e. evertsi
and R. appendiculatus: Walker et al., 2003); and serve as vectors for
several important disease agents of wildlife and livestock. A. hebraeum transmits E. ruminantium, Theileria mutans and T. velifera; R. e.
evertsi vectors Anaplasma marginale, Babesia bigemina, B. caballi,
Eimeria ovina and Theileria equi, and can cause paralysis in sheep,
lambs, and calves from components of its saliva; and R. appendiculatus acts as vector for Eimeria bovis, Theileria parva and T. taurotragi

(Norval and Horak, 2004). Based on previous surveys of ectoparasites on buffalo in similar regions of South Africa, we might have
also expected to ﬁnd R. (Boophilus) decoloratus, (Young and van
den Heever, 1969), Amblyomma marmoreum, Hyalomma truncatum,
or Rhipicephalus simus (Horak et al., 2007) – but these were not
encountered in our southern KNP hosts during the July and
October sampling periods. We did not enumerate total tick populations on each host. In particular, we expect to have missed most
larval and many nymphal ticks because live sampling of ticks
biases toward adults (Horak et al., 1995), and some adults preferring attachment sites outside of the body areas we focused on.
Consequently, we may have missed ticks that are present on buffalo predominantly in the larval stage, such as R. decoloratus –
though limited sampling in and near KNP also found no R. decoloratus on buffalo (Horak et al., 2006b), despite the fact that the species is common in the park (Horak et al., 2011). In addition, tick
species vary tremendously in their seasonal emergence patterns,
and as such, any given sample represents an incomplete snapshot
in time of the larger tick community present in a habitat. For example, H. truncatum and R. simus adults are most abundant in summer
(December–April), rather than during the dry winter months and
spring when we sampled buffalo. The same is true of R. appendiculatus adults, which we may also have expected to see in larger numbers, had our sampling periods included the summer months
(Norval and Horak, 2004).
Co-infestation patterns and Niche segregation
Our data revealed striking differences in attachment site preferences among tick stages and species, leading to minimal interspeciﬁc overlap in body areas utilized on the host. A. hebraeum adults
and immatures were found abundantly in the axillar and inguinal
areas, and least often in the perianal area on buffalo, whereas R. e.
evertsi adults were restricted to perianal attachment sites. These
results are consistent with previous qualitative observations
(Walker et al., 2003). We also counted far more males on the host
than females for A. hebraeum. This is typical for most ixodid
species, where males spend more time on the host than females
(Horak et al., 2007). Mechanisms underlying this sex bias in attachment duration may include engorged females being detached from
the host more easily than males by host grooming behaviors
(Horak et al., 2006b). In addition, female ticks leave the host voluntarily once engorged, while males may tend to remain on the host
for longer to continue questing for mates. Attachment patterns for
Amblyomma are male pheromone driven for both female and
immature stages (reviewed in Sonenshine, 2006). This mechanism
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may explain our observation that numbers of female A. hebraeum
and immature tick stages strongly correlated with male Amblyomma burdens.
Attachment site preferences have been described for a range of
tick species and stages on a variety of hosts (e.g. different stages of
Ixodes ricinus on roe deer, Kiffner et al., 2011; and sheep, Ogden
et al., 1998; Ixodes scapularis on white-tailed deer, Schmidtmann
et al., 1998; I. rubicundus on different cattle breeds, Fourie and
Horak, 1993; Rhipicephalus sanguineus on dogs, Dantas-Torres and
Otranto, 2011), though seldom in the context of coinfestation by
multiple tick species (but see Fourie and Kok, 1995: Hyalomma
truncatum and H. marginatum on sheep; Vathsala et al., 2008: four
tick species on sheep and goats; Jacobs et al., 2001: R. sanguineus
and Haemaphysalis leachi on dogs). Niche segregation of ticks has
been primarily studied in terms of environmental conditions such
as temperature and humidity, as they relate to tick geographic distributions and potential responses to climate change (e.g. reviews
by Daniel et al., 2003; Estrada-Pena, 2009). Niche segregation on
the host has been examined in two tick species parasitizing reptiles, Amblyomma limbatum and Aponomma hydrosauri (Chilton
et al., 1992), which attach to different areas on the host. The proximate beneﬁts for this site speciﬁcity are unclear. Experimental
data show that both species can feed and reproduce at other
attachment sites than the preferred areas; however, spatial segregation of parasite species on their hosts may aid in ﬁnding mates
efﬁciently. Ultimately the two species do avoid competing directly
under this arrangement; perhaps the current status quo represents
the ‘‘ghost of competition past’’. We have not conducted experiments in our study system to determine the mechanisms underlying spatial segregation of A. hebraeum and R. e. evertsi, but their
co-infestation patterns suggest that these species may currently
not be competing strongly on African buffalo as hosts: Abundances
of A. hebraeum and R. e. evertsi were uncorrelated on the buffalo,
and this result was robust to comparing tick burdens in the perianal region only, or including all three body areas considered in this
study. Based solely on vector distributions among hosts, we would
thus not expect to see positive or negative associations between
infectious microparasites vectored by these two species in African
buffalo. If such associations do exist, they are likely to have other
underlying causes than heterospeciﬁc tick aggregations on their
buffalo hosts.
Effects of host traits on tick infestation
Herd afﬁliation/sampling period
Buffalo we sampled in the CB herd in October had much higher
tick burdens than those sampled in the LS herd in July. However,
because we did not resample the same herds (or ideally, the same
individuals) during the two capture periods, we are unable to assign causation of this difference in tick burden unambiguously.
Seasonal differences in exposure or susceptibility to questing ticks
may play a role; but the two buffalo herds we accessed also have
distinct home ranges and might thus experience differences in tick
exposure and susceptibility based on the habitat they utilize and
resources available to them. All of the tick species reported here
show pronounced seasonal abundance patterns (R. appendiculatus:
Okello-Onen et al., 1999; A. hebraeum, R. e. evertsi: Horak et al.,
1983). Our results are consistent with Horak et al. (1987), who
found A. hebraeum burdens to be higher during the dry season.
They suggest that this may be due to resource restriction leading
to reduced grooming by the host. In addition, resource restriction
(Lochmiller and Deerenberg, 2000; Alonso-Alvarez and Tella,
2001; Houston et al., 2007; Martin et al., 2008) and photoperiod
(Zhou et al., 2002; Prendergast et al., 2008) may also affect immune
function and thus susceptibility to parasites. Seasonal variability in
exposure and susceptibility to ticks is thus likely to contribute to

the observed difference in tick burdens between our July (LS herd)
and October (CB herd) samples. In addition, resource availability is
strongly habitat dependent in our study system. The CB herd
(October sample) experiences extreme and more prolonged food
restriction in the dry season than does the LS herd (July sample;
Jolles and Ezenwa, unpublished data), evident in our data as poor
body condition and virtual absence of lactating females in the CB
herd in October. Any effect of season on host susceptibility or
exposure to ticks may therefore be mediated by herd afﬁliation
due to differential resource availability for the two herds.
Host age
Our ﬁnding that older buffalo carried higher tick burdens than
younger animals is consistent with previous studies in cattle
(Okello-Onen et al., 1999), impala (Gallivan et al., 1995), roe deer
(Vor et al., 2010), dogs and rabbits (Brown, 1984). This pattern
may simply be due to larger size of adult buffalo, offering more
habitat for ectoparasites; or grooming by their dam may reduce
tick burdens in juveniles (Okello-Onen et al., 1999). Literature on
the evolution of parasite-defense grooming in ungulates also suggests a ‘‘body size principle’’, based on the recognition that smaller
animals, with a greater surface area-to-mass ratio, may incur higher costs for a given density of tick infestation relative to larger ones
(Hart et al., 1992). Accordingly, smaller individuals have been observed to groom at a higher rate than larger conspeciﬁcs in impala
(Aepycerus melampus, Mooring and Hart, 1997), bison (Bos bison,
Mooring and Samuel, 1998a) and elk (Cervus elaphus, Mooring
and Samuel, 1998b). Another hypothesis suggests that young animals are more capable of protecting themselves from ticks by innate immunity and cell mediated immunity (Brown, 1984;
Okello-Onen et al., 1999), though in our study animals there was
no age trend in innate immunity (Beechler et al., 2012).
Host immune status
Our data revealed a negative association between innate immunity (measured as host blood bacterial killing ability, BKA) and tick
abundance, but no association with lymphocyte response to mitogen stimulation, a measure of adaptive immune responsiveness.
The long blood meal of ticks (days to weeks) requires that they
deregulate host physiological processes such as hemostasis, vasoconstriction, inﬂammation, pain perception and immunity. As
such, several aspects of host immunity are relevant in limiting tick
feeding success, including both innate and adaptive immune defenses. Our measure of innate immunity, BKA, is strongly driven
by complement and neutrophil activity (Beechler et al., 2012).
The complement system is a powerful component of innate immunity; its activation results in production of inﬂammatory anaphylatoxins, marking (‘‘opsonizing’’) of incoming microbes and foreign
particles for destruction by phagocytic cells, and assembly of a
membrane attack complex that disrupts cellular lipid bilayers. Tick
saliva contains several proteins that speciﬁcally inhibit complement function (reviewed in Schroeder et al., 2009). Complement
inhibition is essential for completion of the tick’s blood meal;
and speciﬁcity of complement inhibitor proteins to particular host
species correlates with the host range of the tick (Lawrie et al.,
1999; Schroeder et al., 2007). Complement inhibition by tick salivary proteins may also facilitate host invasion by tickborne-pathogens (Schuijt et al., 2011). In addition to complement
inhibition, tick salivary proteins suppress inﬂammatory immune
responses by neutralizing chemokines that normally recruit cells
of the innate immune system (Deruaz et al., 2008). They also disrupt neutrophil function (Montgomery et al., 2004; Guo et al.,
2009), and migration and phagocytosis by macrophages (Bowen
et al., 2010; Kramer et al., 2011). These immunomodulatory activities by ticks, targeted to disrupt host innate immune function,
highlight the importance of innate immunity, including
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complement and granulocyte activity, in resistance to tick infestation. Our observation that hosts with high innate immunocompetence carried fewer ticks reﬂects the central role of innate
immunity in resistance to tick infestation.
We used an in vitro lymphocyte stimulation assay as a measure
of adaptive immune responsiveness in our study animals. The assay quantiﬁes the ability of lymphocytes in whole blood to proliferate and produce cytokine in response to stimulation with a novel
antigen (pokeweed). T cell activity mediates inﬂammation, which
helps limit tick feeding success (Brossard and Wikel, 2004) and is
disrupted speciﬁcally by tick immunomodulation (Garg et al.,
2006). Immunomodulation by ticks also tends to bias host immunity to a type 2 response (Schoeler and Wikel, 2001), suppressing
pro-inﬂammatory signaling cascades and type 1 immune responses (Mosmann et al., 1986; Abbas et al., 1996). As such, we expected higher tick burdens to be associated with suppressed type 1
responses such as IFNc production following mitogen stimulation.
There are several reasons why we might not have detected this
pattern. First, our mitogen response assay measured output of
IFNc, a ﬂagship cytokine of type 1 immunity, which primarily
mediates immunity to intracellular pathogens. IFNc is also a component of pro-inﬂammatory signaling pathways, but it has not
been linked directly with immune responses to ticks. There are a
number of cytokines that are more central to pro-inﬂammatory
signaling in the context of parasitism by ticks, such as tumor
necrosis factor-a (TNFa), or interleukin-2 (IL-2), which promotes
localized itching responses leading to active removal of ticks by
the host (Murphy et al., 2008). Targeting our T cell immune measure to one of these cytokines that are more directly involved in
the immune response to ticks might have yielded a more detectable association between tick abundance lymphocyte responsiveness. (The choice of IFNc was driven by this study forming part
of a larger project examining immunity to bovine tuberculosis in
the buffalo, for which IFNc is a key mediator.) Second, while proinﬂammatory immune pathways play a role in host responses to
ticks, it is not clear that they are always helpful in limiting tick
infestation (Piper et al., 2009). Finally, interactions between ticks
and the host immune system occur in the host’s skin. Some of
the relevant cytokine patterns may be detectable only locally,
and not systemically (Brossard and Wikel, 2004). Our assay used
blood collected by jugular venipuncture and thus could only detect
systemically expressed immune patterns. An adaptive immune assay targeted at cutaneous immune responses near tick attachment
sites may prove more informative in this context.
Host reproductive status
Pregnant animals carried more ticks than non-pregnant animals
in our July/LS sample. Other studies have shown that pregnant animals downregulate their immune response, as a result of trade-offs
among these energetically expensive life history functions (Adamo
et al., 2001; Friedl and Edler, 2005; French et al., 2007) or to protect
the growing fetus from maternal immune defenses (Tizard, 2004).
However, it is as yet unclear why we should see an effect of pregnancy on tick burdens in our July/LS sample, but not in October/CB.
With most births occurring between December and April in KNP
buffalo (Ryan et al., 2007), pregnancies during the October capture
period would have been more advanced than during the July capture period. It is possible that female buffalo only suffer increased
susceptibility to ticks during early gestation.
Host body condition
In the October/CB sample, buffalo with higher tick burdens had
lower body condition scores. We cannot be certain whether poor
body condition was causing increased susceptibility to ticks, or
whether ticks were causing their hosts to lose condition. However,
to date, we have found no evidence for an effect of body condition
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on innate (Beechler et al., 2012) immunity, and only weak evidence, restricted to bovine tuberculosis-positive animals, for an effect of body condition on adaptive immunity (Ezenwa et al., 2010)
in buffalo. On the other hand, studies in cattle indicate that heavy
infestations with the tick species reported here can cause signiﬁcant weight loss in the host (Walker et al., 2003). It stands to reason that we might see such effects in the buffalo sampled at the
end of the dry season and from the herd subsisting in poorer habitat (October sample/Crocodile Bridge herd). We would not expect
to detect an effect of ticks on host body condition in the July/LS
herd sample, as body condition scores in this group of buffalo were
almost uniformly high (Table 1): these animals were experiencing
resource conditions of abundance, and were maintaining ﬁne body
condition irrespective of variation in ectoparasite load.
Conclusion
This study is one of the ﬁrst to reveal a signiﬁcant negative association between tick abundance and innate immunity in a freeranging mammalian host population. Buffalo with higher innate
immunocompetence were less infested with ticks in our study
population, and this association was robust to controlling for the
effects of host age, body condition, and reproductive status. Our
data also indicated strong niche segregation between the two most
abundant tick species observed on the buffalo, A. hebraeum and R.
e. evertsi. This resulted in independent abundance patterns for the
two tick species on their buffalo hosts. Taken together, these ﬁndings point to a dominant role for host immunity, relative to direct
parasite interactions, in driving patterns of ectoparasite infestation
in this system. These insights have important implications for the
dynamics of tick-borne microparasitic infections, and should
encourage further research aimed at understanding variability in
immunity and parasite infestation among wild hosts. Longitudinal
studies allowing environmental and seasonal effects on immunity
and parasite infestation to be distinguished are urgently needed.
Acknowledgements
We are grateful to Dr. James Mertins of the US Department of
Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary
Services, National Veterinary Services Laboratories for identifying
tick specimens, providing reference materials, and constructive
suggestions on early drafts of the manuscript. This project was
made possible through the support of SANParks, in particular the
Veterinary Wildlife Services Department, led by Dr. Markus
Hofmeyr. Veterinarian Dr. Peter Buss and the SANP Veterinary
Wildlife Services staff provided the expertise and person-power
to conduct the buffalo captures. We would like to thank ﬁeld technicians Robert Spaan and Jo Calldo, and veterinary student Austin
Bell, for their assistance with data collection. Veterinarians Dr.
Danny Govender and Dr. Kristie Thompson helped with all aspects
of sample and data collection. This research was funded by NSF
awards #0723928 and #0723918 to Principle Investigators (V.
Ezenwa and A. Jolles, respectively). Kadie Anderson was funded
by support from the Biomedical Research Department at Oregon
State University.
References
Abbas, A.K., Murphy, K.M., Sher, A., 1996. Functional diversity of helper T
lymphocytes. Nature 383, 787–793.
Adamo, S.A., Jensen, M., Younger, M., 2001. Changes in lifetime immunocompetence
in male and female Gryllus texensis (formerly G-integer): trade-offs between
immunity and reproduction. Anim. Behav. 62, 417–425.
Allen, J.R., 1994. Host resistance to ectoparasites. Rev. Sci. Tech. 13, 1287–1303.
Allsopp, B.A., 2010. Natural history of Ehrlichia ruminantium. Vet. Parasitol. 167,
123–135.

8

K. Anderson et al. / International Journal for Parasitology: Parasites and Wildlife 2 (2013) 1–9

Alonso-Alvarez, C., Tella, J.L., 2001. Effects of experimental food restriction and
body-mass changes on the avian T-cell-mediated immune response. Can. J. Zool.
79, 101–105.
Barnard, D.R., Morrison, R.D., Ervin, R.T., 1989. Sites of attachment and density
assessment in Amblyomma americanum (Acari, Ixodidae) on nursing beef calves.
Exp. Appl. Acarol. 6, 245–252.
Beechler, B.R., Broughton, H., Bell, A., Ezenwa, V.O., Jolles, A.E., 2012. Innate
immunity in free-ranging African buffalo (Syncerus caffer): associations with
parasite infection and white blood cell counts. Physiol. Biochem. Zool. 85, 255–
264.
Berman, A., 2011. Invited review: are adaptations present to support dairy cattle
productivity in warm climates? J. Dairy Sci. 94, 2147–2158.
Bishop, R., Musoke, A., Morzaria, S., Gardner, M., Nene, V., 2004. Theileria:
intracellular protozoan parasites of wild and domestic ruminants transmitted
by ixodid ticks. Parasitol 129, S271–S283.
Bock, R., Jackson, L., De Vos, A., Jorgensen, W., 2004. Babesiosis of cattle. Parasitol
129, S247–S269.
Bowen, C.J., Jaworski, D.C., Wasala, N.B., Coons, L.B., 2010. Macrophage migration
inhibitory factor expression and protein localization in Amblyomma americanum
(Ixodidae). Exp. Appl. Acarol. 50, 343–352.
Brossard, M., Wikel, S.K., 2004. Tick immunobiology. Parasitology 129, S161–S176.
Brown, S.J., 1984. Effect of host age on the expression of acquired resistance to ticks.
Experientia 40, 199–200.
Carvalho, W.A., Ianella, P., Arnoldi, F.G.C., Caetano, A.R., Maruyama, S.R., Ferreira,
B.R., Andreucci Conti, L.H., Monteiro da Silva, M.R., Paula, J.O.F., Mendes Maia,
A.A., Ferreira de Miranda Santos, I.K., 2011. Haplotypes of the bovine IgG2 heavy
gamma chain in tick-resistant and tick-susceptible breeds of cattle.
Immunogenetics 63, 319–324.
Chilton, N.B., Bull, C.M., Andrews, R.H., 1992. Niche segregation in reptile ticks –
attachment sites and reproductive success of females. Oecologia 90, 255–259.
Cross, P.C., Heisey, D.M., Bowers, J.A., Hay, C.T., Wolhuter, J., Buss, P., Hofmeyr, M.,
Michel, A.L., Bengis, R.G., Bird, T.L.F., Du Toit, J.T., Getz, W.M., 2009. Disease,
predation and demography: assessing the impacts of bovine tuberculosis on
African buffalo by monitoring at individual and population levels. J. Appl. Ecol.
46, 467–475.
Daniel, M., Danielova, V., Kriz, B., Jirsa, A., Nozicka, J., 2003. Shift of the tick Ixodes
ricinus and tick-borne encephalitis to higher altitudes in Central Europe. Eur. J.
Clin. Microbiol. Infect. Dis. 22, 327–328.
Dantas-Torres, F., Otranto, D., 2011. Rhipicephalus sanguineus on dogs:
relationships between attachment sites and tick developmental stages. Exp.
Appl. Acarol. 53, 389–397.
Davidson, W.R., Siefken, D.A., Creekmore, L.H., 1994. Inﬂuence of annual and
biennial prescribed burning during March on the abundance of Amblyomma
americanum (Acari, Ixodidae) in central Georgia. J. Med. Entomol. 31, 72–81.
Deruaz, M., Frauenschuh, A., Alessandri, A.L., Dias, J.M., Coelho, F.M., Russo, R.C.,
Ferreira, B.R., Graham, G.J., Shaw, J.P., Wells, T.N.C., Teixeira, M.M., Power, C.A.,
Proudfoot, A.E.I., 2008. Ticks produce highly selective chemokine binding
proteins with antiinﬂammatory activity. J. Exp. Med. 205, 2019–2031.
Drew, M.L., Samuel, W.M., 1985. Factors affecting transmission of larval winter
ticks, Dermacentor albipictus (Packard), to moose, Alces alces L., in Alberta,
Canada. J. Wildl. Dis. 21, 274–282.
Estrada-Pena, A., 2009. Tick-borne pathogens, transmission rates and climate
change. Front. Biosci. 14, U2674–U2780.
Ezenwa, V.O., Jolles, A.E., O’Brien, M.P., 2009. A reliable body condition scoring
technique for estimating condition in African buffalo. Afr. J. Ecol. 47, 476–
481.
Ezenwa, V.O., Etienne, R.S., Luikart, G., Beja-Pereira, A., Jolles, A.E., 2010. Hidden
consequences of living in a wormy world: nematode-induced immune
suppression facilitates tuberculosis invasion in African buffalo. Am. Nat. 176,
613–624.
Fourie, L.J., Vanzyl, J.M., 1991. Interspeciﬁc variations in attachment sites and
density assessment in female Ixodes rubicundus (Acari, Ixodidae) on domestic
and natural hosts. Exp. Appl. Acarol. 13, 1–10.
Fourie, L.J., Horak, I.G., 1993. Sites of attachment of Karoo paralysis ticks (Ixodes
rubicundus) on 3 cattle breeds. J. S. Afr. Vet. Assoc. 64, 90–91.
Fourie, L.J., Kok, D.J., 1995. A comparison of Ixodes rubicundus (Acari: Ixodidae)
infestations on Friesian and Bonsmara cattle in South Africa. Exp. Appl. Acarol.
19, 529–531.
French, S.S., DeNardo, D.F., Moore, M.C., 2007. Trade-offs between the reproductive
and immune systems: facultative responses to resources or obligate responses
to reproduction? Am. Nat. 170, 79–89.
Friedl, T.W.P., Edler, R., 2005. Stress-dependent trade-off between immunological
condition and reproductive performance in the polygynous red bishop
(Euplectes orix). Evol. Ecol. 19, 221–239.
Fyumagwa, R.D., Runyoro, V., Horak, I.G., Hoare, R., 2007. Ecology and control of
ticks as disease vectors in wildlife of the Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania. S. Afr. J.
Wildl. Res. 37, 79–90.
Gallivan, G.J., Culverwell, J., Girdwood, R., Surgeoner, G.A., 1995. Ixodid ticks of
impala (Aepyceros melampus) in Swaziland: effect of age class, sex, body
condition and management. S. Afr. J. Zool. 30, 178–186.
Gallivan, G.J., Horak, I.G., 1997. Body size and habitat as determinants of tick
infestations of wild ungulates in South Africa. S. Afr. J. Wildl. Res. 27, 63–70.
Gallivan, G.J., 2011. The dynamics of questing ticks collected for 164 consecutive
months off the vegetation of two landscape zones in the Kruger National Park
(1988–2002). Part III. The less commonly collected species. Onderstepoort J.
Vet. Res. 78, 3–7.

Garg, R., Juncadella, I.J., Ramamoorthi, N., Ashish, S.K., Ananthanarayanan, V.,
Thomas, M., Rincon, J.K., Krueger, E., Fikrig, C.M., Yengo, Anguita, J., 2006.
Cutting edge: CD4 is the receptor for the tick saliva immunosuppressor, Salp15.
J. Immunol. 177, 6579–6583.
Gilbert, L., 2010. Altitudinal patterns of tick and host abundance: a potential
role for climate change in regulating tick-borne diseases? Oecologia 162,
217–225.
Guo, X., Booth, C.J., Paley, M.A., Wang, X., DePonte, K., Fikrig, E., Narasimhan, S.,
Montgomery, R.R., 2009. Inhibition of neutrophil function by two tick salivary
proteins. Infect. Immun. 77, 2320–2329.
Hart, B.L., Hart, L.A., Mooring, M.S., Olubayo, R., 1992. Biological basis of grooming
behavior in antelope – the body size, vigilance and habitat principles. Anim.
Behav. 44, 615–631.
Hillegass, M.A., Waterman, J.M., Roth, J.D., 2008. The inﬂuence of sex and sociality
on parasite loads in an African ground squirrel. Behav. Ecol. 19, 1006–1011.
Horak, I.G., Potgieter, F.T., Walker, J.B., Devos, V., Boomker, J., 1983. The ixodid tick
burdens of various large ruminant species in South African nature reserves.
Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 50, 221–228.
Horak, I.G., Macivor, K.M.D., Petney, T.N., Devos, V., 1987. Some avian and
mammalian hosts of Amblyomma hebraeum and Amblyomma marmoreum
(Acari, Ixodidae). Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 54, 397–403.
Horak, I.G., Fourie, L.J., vanZyl, J.M., 1995. Arthropod parasites of impalas in the
Kruger national park with particular reference to ticks. S. Afr. J. Wildl. Res. 25,
123–126.
Horak, I.G., Gallivan, G.J., Spickett, A.M., Potgieter, A.L.F., 2006a. Effect of burning on
the numbers of questing ticks collected by dragging. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res.
73, 163–174.
Horak, I.G., Golezardy, H., Uys, A.C., 2006b. The host status of African buffaloes,
Syncerus caffer, for Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) decoloratus. Onderstepoort J. Vet.
Res. 73, 193–198.
Horak, I.G., Golezardy, H., Uys, A.C., 2007. Ticks associated with the three largest wild
ruminant species in southern Africa. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 74, 231–242.
Horak, I.G., Gallivan, G.J., Spickett, A.M., 2011. The dynamics of questing ticks
collected for 164 consecutive months off the vegetation of two landscape zones
in the Kruger National Park (1988–2002). Part I. Total ticks, Amblyomma
hebraeum and Rhipicephalus decoloratus. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 78, 10pp10pp.
Houston, A.I., McNamara, J.M., Barta, Z., Klasing, K.C., 2007. The effect of energy
reserves and food availability on optimal immune defence. Proc. R. Soc. B 274,
2835–2842.
Jackson, L.K., Gaydon, D.M., Goddard, J., 1996. Seasonal activity and relative
abundance of Amblyomma americanum in Mississippi. J. Med. Entomol. 33, 128–
131.
Jacobs, P.A.H., Fourie, L.J., Kok, D.J., Horak, I.G., 2001. Diversity, seasonality and sites
of attachment of adult ixodid ticks on dogs in the central region of the Free State
Province, South Africa. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 68, 281–290.
Jolles, A.E., 2007. Population biology of african buffalo (Syncerus caffer) at HluhluweiMfolozi Park, South Africa. Afr. J. Ecol. 45, 398–406.
Jolles, A.E., Ezenwa, V.O., Etienne, R.S., Turner, W.C., Olff, H., 2008. Interactions
between macroparasites and microparasites drive infection patterns in freeranging African buffalo. Ecology 89, 2239–2250.
Kiffner, C., Loedige, C., Alings, M., Vor, T., Ruehe, F., 2010. Abundance estimation of
Ixodes ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) on roe deer (Capreolus capreolus). Exp. Appl.
Acarol. 52, 73–84.
Kiffner, C., Loedige, C., Alings, M., Vor, T., Ruehe, F., 2011. Attachment site selection
of ticks on roe deer, Capreolus capreolus. Exp. Appl. Acarol. 53, 79–94.
Kocan, K.M., de la Fuente, J., Blouin, E.F., Coetzee, J.F., Ewing, S.A., 2010. The natural
history of Anaplasma marginale. Vet. Parasitol. 167, 95–107.
Kramer, C.D., Poole, N.M., Coons, L.B., Cole, J.A., 2011. Tick saliva regulates
migration, phagocytosis, and gene expression in the macrophage-like cell line,
IC-21. Exp. Parasitol. 127, 665–671.
Lawrie, C.H., Randolph, S.E., Nuttall, P.A., 1999. Ixodes ticks: serum species
sensitivity of anticomplement activity. Exp. Parasitol. 93, 207–214.
L’Hostis, M.L., Diarra, O., Seegers, H., 1994. Sites of attachment and density
assessment of female Ixodes ricinus (Acari, Ixodidae) on dairy cows. Exp. Appl.
Acarol. 18, 681–689.
Lochmiller, R.L., Deerenberg, C., 2000. Trade-offs in evolutionary immunology: just
what is the cost of immunity? Oikos 88, 87–98.
Main, A.J., Sprance, H.E., Kloter, K.O., Brown, S.E., 1981. Ixodes dammini (Acari,
Ixodidae) on white-tailed deer (Odocoieus virginianus) in Connecticut. J. Med.
Entomol. 18, 487–492.
Martin II, L.B., Navara, K.J., Bailey, M.T., Hutch, C.R., Powell, N.D., Sheridan, J.F.,
Nelson, R.J., 2008. Food restriction compromises immune memory in deer mice
(Peromyscus maniculatus) by reducing spleen-derived antibody-producing B cell
numbers. Physiol. Biochem. Zool. 81, 366–372.
Matthee, S., Meltzer, D.G.A., Horak, I.G., 1997. Sites of attachment and density
assessment of ixodid ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) on impala (Aepyceros melampus).
Exp. Appl. Acarol. 21, 179–192.
Monello, R.J., Gompper, M.E., 2010. Differential effects of experimental increases in
sociality on ectoparasites of free-ranging raccoons. J. Anim. Ecol. 79, 602–609.
Montgomery, R.R., Lusitani, D., Chevance, A.D., Malawista, S.E., 2004. Tick saliva
reduces adherence and area of human neutrophils. Infect. Immun. 72, 2989–
2994.
Mooring, M.S., McKenzie, A.A., Hart, B.L., 1996. Role of sex and breeding status
in grooming and total tick load of impala. Behav. Ecol. Sociobiol. 39, 259–
266.

K. Anderson et al. / International Journal for Parasitology: Parasites and Wildlife 2 (2013) 1–9
Mooring, M.S., Hart, B.L., 1997. Self grooming in impala mothers and lambs: testing
the body size and tick challenge principles. Anim. Behav. 53, 925–934.
Mooring, M.S., Samuel, W.M., 1998a. Tick defense strategies in bison: the role of
grooming and hair coat. Behaviour 135, 693–718.
Mooring, M.S., Samuel, W.M., 1998b. Tick-removal grooming by elk (Cervus
elaphus): testing the principles of the programmed-grooming hypothesis. Can.
J. Zool. 76, 740–750.
Mooring, M.S., Blumstein, D.T., Stoner, C.J., 2004. The evolution of parasite-defence
grooming in ungulates. Biol. J. Linn. Soc. 81, 17–37.
Mosmann, T.R., Cherwinski, H., Bond, M.W., Giedlin, M.A., Coffman, R.L., 1986. 2
Types of murine helper T-cell clone. 1. Deﬁnition according to proﬁles of
lymphokine activities and secreted proteins. J. Immunol. 136, 2348–2357.
Mullen, G., Durden, L., 2009. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, eighth Ed.
Elsevier.
Murphy, K., Travers, P., Walport, M., 2008. Janeway’s Immunobiology, seventh ed.
Garland, New York.
Neto, L.R.P., Jonsson, N.N., D’Occhio, M.J., Barendse, W., 2011. Molecular genetic
approaches for identifying the basis of variation in resistance to tick infestation
in cattle. Vet. Parasitol. 180, 165–172.
Norval, R.A.I., Horak, I.G., 2004. Vectors: ticks. In: Coetzer, J.A.W., Tustin, R.C. (Eds.),
Infectious Diseases of Livestock. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 3–42.
O’Callaghan, M.G., Davies, M., Andrews, R.H., 2006. The spatial distribution of ﬁve
species of Raillietina infecting the emu, Dromaius novaehollandiae. Trans. R. Soc.
S. Austral. 130, 71–78.
Ogden, N.H., Hailes, R.S., Nuttall, P.A., 1998. Interstadial variation in the attachment
sites of Ixodes ricinus ticks on sheep. Exp. Appl. Acarol. 22, 227–232.
Ogore, P.B., Baker, R.L., Kenyanjui, M., Thorpe, W., 1999. Assessment of natural
Ixodid tick infestations in sheep. Small Rumin. Res. 33, 103–107.
Okello-Onen, J., Tukahirwa, E.M., Perry, B.D., Rowlands, G.J., Nagda, S.M., Musisi, G.,
Bode, E., Heinonen, R., Mwayi, W., Opuda-Asibo, J., 1999. Population dynamics
of ticks on indigenous cattle in a pastoral dry to semi-arid rangeland zone of
Uganda. Exp. Appl. Acarol. 23, 79–88.
Oliver, M.K., Telfer, S., Piertney, S.B., 2009. Major histocompatibility complex (MHC)
heterozygote superiority to natural multi-parasite infections in the water vole
(Arvicola terrestris). Proc. R. Soc. B 276, 1119–1128.
Olubayo, R.O., Jono, J., Orinda, G., Groothenhuis, J.G., Hart, B.L., 1993. Comparative
differences in densities of ticks as a function of body size in some East African
antelopes. Afr. J. Ecol. 31, 26–34.
Olwoch, J.M., Van Jaarsveld, A.S., Scholtz, C.H., Horak, I.G., 2007. Climate change and
the genus Rhipicephalus (Acari: Ixodidae) in Africa. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 74,
45–72.
O’Neill, C.J., Swain, D.L., Kadarmideen, H.N., 2010. Evolutionary process of Bos taurus
cattle in favourable versus unfavourable environments and its implications for
genetic selection. Evol. Appl. 3, 422–433.
Ostfeld, R.S., Cepeda, O.M., Hazler, K.R., Miller, M.C., 1995. Ecology of Lyme disease –
habitat associations of ticks (Ixodes scapularis) in a rural landscape. Ecol. Appl. 5,
353–361.
Padgett, K.A., Casher, L.E., Stephens, S.L., Lane, R.S., 2009. Effect of prescribed ﬁre for
tick control in California Chaparral. J. Med. Entomol. 46, 1138–1145.
Pfaefﬂe, M., Petney, T., Elgas, M., Skuballa, J., Taraschewski, H., 2009. Tick-induced
blood loss leads to regenerative anaemia in the European hedghog (Erinaceus
europaeus). Parasitol 136, 443–452.
Piper, E.K., Jonsson, N.N., Gondro, C., Lew-Tabor, A.E., Moolhuijzen, P., Vance, M.E.,
Jackson, L.A., 2009. Immunological proﬁles of Bos taurus and Bos indicus cattle
infested with the cattle tick, Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) microplus. Clin. Vaccine
Immunol. 16, 1074–1086.
Prendergast, B.J., Baillie, S.R., Dhabhar, F.S., 2008. Gonadal hormone-dependent and
-independent regulation of immune function by photoperiod in Siberian
hamsters. Am. J. Physiol. 294, R384–R392.
Randolph, S.E., 2008. Dynamics of tick-borne disease systems: minor role of recent
climate change. Rev. Sci. Tech. 27, 367–381.
Rohde, K., 1979. Critical evaluation of intrinsic and extrinsic factors responsible for
niche restriction in parasites. Am. Nat. 114, 648–671.

9

Ryan, S.J., Knechtel, C.U., Getz, W.M., 2007. Ecological cues, gestation length, and
birth timing in African buffalo (Syncerus caffer). Behav. Ecol. 18, 635–644.
Schmidtmann, E.T., Carroll, J.F., Watson, D.W., 1998. Attachment-site patterns of
adult blacklegged ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) on white-tailed deer and horses. J.
Med. Entomol. 35, 59–63.
Schoeler, G.B., Wikel, S.K., 2001. Modulation of host immunity by haematophagous
arthropods. Ann. Trop. Med. Parasitol. 95, 755–771.
Schroeder, H., Daix, V., Gillet, L., Vanderplasschen, A., Renauld, J.-C., 2007. The
paralogous salivary anti-complement proteins IRAC I and IRAC II encoded by
Ixodes ricinus ticks have broad and complementary complement of inhibitory
activities against the different host species. Microbes Infect. 9, 247–250.
Schroeder, H., Skelly, P.J., Zipfel, P.F., Losson, B., Vanderplasschen, A., 2009.
Subversion of complement by hematophagous parasites. Dev. Comp.
Immunol. 33, 5–13.
Schuijt, T.J., Coumou, J., Narasimhan, S., Dai, J., DePonte, K., Wouters, D., Brouwer,
M., Oei, A., Roelofs, J.J.T.H., van Dam, A.P., van der Poll, T., van’t Veer, C., Hovius,
J.W., Fikrig, E., 2011. A tick mannose-binding lectin inhibitor interferes with the
vertebrate complement cascade to enhance transmission of the lyme disease
agent. Cell Host Microbe 10, 136–146.
Shariﬁ, M., Mozafari, F., Taghinezhad, N., Javanbakht, H., 2008. Variation in
ectoparasite load reﬂects life history traits in the lesser mouse-eared bat
Myotis blythii (Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) in western Iran. J. Parasitol. 94,
622–625.
Shaw, M.T., Keesing, F., McGrail, R., Ostfeld, R.S., 2003. Factors inﬂuencing the
distribution of larval blacklegged ticks on rodent hosts. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg.
68, 447–452.
Simkova, A., Ondrackova, M., Gelnar, M., Morand, S., 2002. Morphology and
coexistence of congeneric ectoparasite species: reinforcement of reproductive
isolation? Biol. J. Linn. Soc. 76, 125–135.
Smith, E.R., Parker, D.M., 2010. Tick communities at the expanding wildlife/cattle
interface in the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa: implications for Corridor
disease. J. S. Afr. Vet. Assoc. 81, 237–240.
Sonenshine, D.E., 2006. Tick pheromones and their use in tick control. Ann. Rev.
Entomol. 51, 557–580.
Spickett, A.M., Horak, I.G., Braack, L.E.O., Vanark, H., 1991. Drag sampling of freeliving ixodid ticks in the Kruger National Park. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 58, 27–
32.
Spickett, A.M., Gallivan, G.J., Horak, I.G., 2011. The dynamics of questing ticks
collected for 164 consecutive months off the vegetation of two landscape zones
in the Kruger National Park (1988–2002). Part II. Rhipicephalus appendiculatus
and Rhipicephalus zambeziensis. Onderstepoort J. Vet. Res. 78, 9pp.
Suarez, C.E., Noh, S., 2011. Emerging perspectives in the research of bovine
babesiosis and anaplasmosis. Vet. Parasitol. 180, 109–125.
Thamm, S., Kalko, E.K.V., Wells, K., 2009. Ectoparasite infestations of hedgehogs
(Erinaceus europaeus) are associated with small-scale landscape structures in an
urban-suburban environment. Ecohealth 6, 404–413.
Tizard, I.R., 2004. Veterinary Immunology: An Introduction, 8th Edition. Saunders
Elsevier, St. Louis, MO.
Vathsala, M., Mohan, P., Sacikumar, Ramessh, S., 2008. Survey of tick species
distribution in sheep and goats in Tamil Nadu, India. Small Rumin. Res. 74, 238–
242.
Vor, T., Kiffner, C., Hagedorn, P., Niedrig, M., Ruehe, F., 2010. Tick burden on
European roe deer (Capreolus capreolus). Exp. Appl. Acarol. 51, 405–417.
Walker, A.R., Bouattour, A., Camicas, J.L., Estrada-Pena, A., Horak, I.G., Latif, A.A.,
Pegram, R.G., Preston, R.M., 2003. Ticks of domestic animals in Africa: a guide to
identiﬁcation of species. Biosci. Rep., 217 pp.
Young, E., van den Heever, L.W., 1969. The African buffalo as a source of food and
by-products. J. S. Afr. Vet. Med. Assoc. 40, 83–88.
Zhou, S.Y., Cagampang, F.R.A., Stirland, J.A., Loudon, A.S.I., Hopkins, S.J., 2002.
Different Photoperiods affect proliferation of lymphocytes but not expression of
cellular, humoral, or innate immunity in hamsters. J. Biol. Rhythms 17, 392–
405.

